162 eminent of the German occupation, The Council named
Pilsudski head of the military section and in January of
1917 he went to Warsaw to take up this new post.
Naturally PilsudsM and Yon Besseler could not agree.
The German governor had Germany's interests at heart.
The two men had different ideas as to the methods of
recruiting and the use of the recruits. Von Besseler was
suspicious of this Legionary. The Poles might help Ger-
many and give soldiers, he thought, but this man Pilsud-
ski would not
Meanwhile Russia was growing weaker and weaker.
Disorders were increasing there. Pilsudski tried to come
to some understanding with the Allies, but they still be-
lieved in Eussia. The Revolution there in March (1917)
and the fall of the Romanow dynasty changed the whole
chessboard of Europe, but nowhere was the outcome so
important politically as in Poland. Now, for the first
time in many years, the nations of western Europe were
free to take up the Polish question, since they were no
longer bound by secret agreements and promises to their
one-time ally, since they were no longer obliged to con-
sider Russia's interests. Indeed they could now promise
much more than Germany and Austria, and fufill their
promises at the cost of the Central Powers.
For Pilsudski and the Legions the Russian Revolu-
tion marked a turning point in their policy. It was now
time to give their attention to the two remaining Parti-
tioners—Austria and Germany. He was working out a
plan to make the Legions independent. He took advan-
tage of the antagonisms that existed and increased be-
tween Germany and Austria, to strengthen the P.O.W.
which had spread through the entire country. At the
beginning it had members on both sides of the front, with
a courier service of women volunteers. Every command
from Pilsudski, then still at the front, had to be brought
through the Austrian lines and also through the Russian
lines. Often these women were given difficult work to do;

